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the son of the king, and may do and say what you please without any 
one having a right to be displeased : second, because I never quarrel 
with a guest, even if he grows riotous in his cups : third, because there 
is nothing to quarrel about; and perhaps that is the best reason of 
the three ; or, rather, the first is the best, because you are the son of 
the king; and the third is the second, that is, the second best, because 
there is nothing to quarrel about: and the second is nothing to the pur- 
pose, because, though guests will grow riotous in their cups, in spite 
of my good orderly example, God forbid I should say that is the 
case with you. And I completely agree in the truth of your remark, 
that reason speaks in the silence of wine." 

Seithenyn accompanied his speech with a vehement swinging of 
his right hand: in so doing, at this point, he dropped his cup: a sud- 
den impulse of rash volition to pick it dexterously up, before he re- 
sumed his discourse, ruined all his devices for maintaining dignity; 
in stooping forward from his chair he lost his balance, and fell pros- 
trate on the floor. 

The whole body of the High Commission arose in simultaneous 
confusion, each zealous to be the foremost in uplifting his fallen 
chief. In the vehemence of their uprise, they hurled the benches 
backward, and the tables forward; the crash of cups and bowls ac- 
companied their overthrow; and rivulets of liquor ran gurgling 
through the hall. The household wished to redeem the credit of their 
leader in the eyes of the prince; but the only service they could render 
him was to participate in his discomfiture ; for Seithenyn, as he was 
first in dignity, was also, as was fitting, hardest in skull ; and that 
which had impaired his equilibrium had utterly destroyed theirs. 
Some fell, in the first impulse, with the tables and benches; others 
were tripped up by the rolling bowls; and the remainder fell at differ- 
ent points of progression, by jostling against each other, or stumbling 
over those who had fallen before them. 

From "The Misfortunes of Elphin," by T. L. Peacock. E. P. Dutton. 

D D D 
EVENING. 
The trees are frozen Egyptian dancers. 
Young stars seem pinioned by their prayer-lifted elbows. 
The air about the trees is swept 
To great, fragrant spirals, as though their spirits 
Were pitching on, with glad, scented breaths . . . 
Take my heart for a cap, tree-spirits. 
The moon-spiked road holds my feet. 

Maxwell Bodenheim. 



